Fluorescent probes for bacterial cytoplasmic membrane research.
Fluorescent methods in biological and medical research are extremely useful at the cellular and molecular levels. This is due to sensitive and affordable detection equipment and a variety of specific and more general fluorescent probes, and analytical procedures. In this article, I examine the use of fluorescence membrane probes to study the fluidity (membrane polarization) of the bacterial cytoplasmic membrane, central to energy transduction, ion and nutrient transport and diffusion of water and gases.